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Grammar

Comparison

| can make compansons.

1 Complete the table with the comparative forms. 3 Compare the weather in the two cities. Write sentences
Mm Compantm with gs...as and not as . os.
Short adjectives London Edinburgh
. tall |
large .
} = ! 4 |
| early I 4
Long adjectives Q
paowerful ’
‘ oectacular . . 1 (Sunny]
| Irregular adjectives 2 (warm
good ‘ 3 (choudy)
bad . 4 bright
far ’ 5 lwet)
Quantifiers 6 (Winay
[ r— 7 dry
[ much/ mary [ | Complete the sentences with as, more, much or than,
. little I | 1 AUst sn't as thick fog
‘ 2 The weather today 55 wetter
2 Complete the fact file, Use the comparative form of the vesterday.
words in brackets. 3 'lsal .m;..s'u' powerful than a
thunderstorm?’ Yes. it's xtw;u‘;; '
FACT F I L E - 4 The moon sn't bnight the sun
= S Are hurncanes more Cangerous tornadoes?
6 'l think maths is much nterestung

—_— a - -~ . §
( ( ) [ [ Q AN | : EEOgrapny
- \) ' ‘Do you? | don't think it's nteresting as
f T E ( o geography, but it's more usefu

Comets are made of ice ond pleces of rock. Asieroids ae made of rock
and meld, and are ' (heavy).

Most comets are much ? (Big) Man mos! astercids.

You con find asteroids ' (Cicee) 10 the sun than comets.

¥ comets get 100 ckze 10 the sun, they meit, So you can only ind comets
asteroid much * (far) from the sun, whaera it 5 * (cold)
and ice doasn't melt

Comets are ¢ {bright) than aslenids because ihey have

\ long. white 1aiks.
N ' Comets are * (rare) thon astesoids. These ore hundreds

of millions of astercids in our sclor system, but for * (lew)
comats - only about 4,000, For this reason, osterolkds are *
(cangercus), as one of them & » (liksty) fo hit the Earth,
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Eyewitness
| can identify the context of a dialogue or monologue.

P N

Listening Strategy

Itis important to be able to identify the context of the
listening. |.e. who is speaking, where and when they are
speaking, and what the situation is. This i not always
obvious, 50 listen carefully for clues to help you

A

avalanche drought earthquake epidemic famine
flood forestfire mudslide tsunami
volcanic eruption

Aln) Is when the ground shakes

and buidings collapse 3 Read the Listening Strategy. Then listen to two
dialogues and answer the questions. Write the clues which
gave you the answers.

Aln) i$ when hot rocks, fire and
steam suddenly come out of the ground.
Aln) Is when water covers the Dialogue 1
ground in places which are usually dry. 1 Where are they?
4 Aln)_ is when snow and ice fall Clues
quackly down a mountain, 2 What natural disaster caused the damage?
S Ain) is 3 long perod of time Clues
without encugh food in a region Dialogue 2
6 Ajn _is a very large and long wave 3 What kind of natural disaster are they discussing?
folowing an earthquake under the ocean
7 Aln) is when there is no ran for a Clues
long time 4 What time of day is it?
8 Aln) _ _is afire that spreads quickly Clues:
through a large area of trees
9 Al R 4 Listen to four extracts. Match each extract with a

speeads to lots of people. natural disaster from exercise 1.

WA iswhen alarge quantity of 1 Natural disaster.

wet earth suddenly falls down the side of a hill 2 Natural disaster.
3 Natural disaster:
4 Natural disaster.

2 Label photos A and B with the natural disaster words
from exercise 1,

5 Listen again and choose the correct answers.

1 The dialogue takes place
a inashopping centre
b inthe street.
¢ inasupermarket
2 The disaster happened while the speaker
a was on holiday = Japan
b was in a business meeting.
¢ wasin a lapanese lesson.
3 The speaker first went to Africa
a about three years ago.
b about two years ago
¢ before university.
4 The man who is gving information about Mount Bagana is
3 aguest at the hotel
b anemployee at a tourst information office.
¢ anemployee of the hoted
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Grammar

Superlative adjectives, too and enough
| can use different structures to make comparisons.

1 Complete the facts with the superlative form of the
adjectives in brackets and the correct amswer, a, borc.

1 The (high] mountain in Europe is D
a Elbrus b Everest ¢ Kilimanjaro
2 The (far) planet from the Sunis ()
a karth b Mercury ¢ Neptune
3 The (deep) ocean is [].
a the Arctic b the Atlantic ¢ the Padfic
4 The (sunry) part of England is D
a thenorth b the south ¢ thecentre
S The (poliuted) city in the weeldis [
a New York b New Orleans ¢ New Delhi
6 The _(common) cause of 3 tsunami s E]

a ancarthquake b awlcanic eruption ¢ astorm
7 The country with the

a Russa b China ¢ Canada

8 The {large) sland in the world Is r]
a GreatBritain b Greenland ¢ Iceland

9 The (dry) continent in the world is D
a Antarctica b Australia ¢ Afrka

2 Complete the sentences with the correct superlative form
of the adjectives in brackets, Then cirdle in or of.

1 8irmingham is one of the (Large) cities
in / of England.

2 Crocodiles are one of the {dangerous)
animals in / of the workd

3 The special effects are the (bad) part

in / of the film Terminator 2.
4 In Australa, the
year is usually February
S The Dorchester is one of the
hotels in / of London.

(hot) month in / of the

(expensive)

3 Rewrite the sentences using too or enough and the
adjective in brackets. Do not change the meaning.

1 This game isn't easy encugh for me. (dif ficult)

This game iS Coo difficult for me

2 We're too young to 20 on holiday alone. (oid)

3 This bedis too hard. [soft)

4 This film isn’t interesting enough. (boring)

S Itisn't warrn encugh 1o go to the beach. (cold|

6 His family were too poor to go on holiday. (rich)

(long) coastis [].

4 Complete the dialogue. Use too or enough with the
adjective in brackets or the superlative form.

Kate

Kate

Brett

Kate

Brett

i 8

Naw we jin Brett Simpson for the !

(late] news about the wildfies. Brett, what's
happening?

Well, the police aren't allowing us to get

! (close] to the fires, but | can feel
the heat from here.

How are the people in the area reacting? it isn't one
of the? (rich) parts of the country,
i it?

No, itisn't. Some people are *

(lucky] to have refatives in other dities, so they're
leaving, But mary are {old) or

¢ (ill) to travel. They're waiting and
hoping.

VWhat's the’

people can do to help?
Well, | asked the police that question. They said the

: {helpful) thing & to stay away from
the area. Thousands of people are coming here just
to have a lock. This & one of the *

(big) and ® (spectacular} fires for
decades. But these people are getting in the way of
the emergency services and their wark. And their job

(good) thing other

" {dif ficult) without that!
Whatisthe ® (ikely) cause of the
fire?

it's® (early] to say. Sometimes
lightning can start a fire like this, if the trees are

" (dry). But of course, humans are
the * {probable) cause
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Grammar Reference

Comparative adjectives
4.1 Forming the comparative

We add -er to all one-syllable adjectives.
+-er: long —» longer straight -» straighter

If a one-syllable adjective ends in -e, we add -
+-r. wide - wider large -» larger

If a one-syllable adjective ends in a short vowel + a single
consonant, we double the consonant and add -er.

-t » -tter. hot -» hotter wet -» wetter

-n - -nner: thin -» thinner

If a two-syllable adjective ends in consonant + -y, we drop the -y
and add -ier.
-y —» -ier: friendly - friendlier sunny —» sunnier

A few other two-syllable adjectives have comparative forms
ending in -er:
quiet — quieter narrow — narrower gentle — gentler
simple — simpler

For most two-syllable adjectives and all adjectives with three or
more syllables, we use the word more to form the comparative.
boring - more boring difficult -» more difficult

A small number of adjectives have irregular comparative forms.
They are:
good — better bad —» worse far - further

Some quantifiers have irregular forms.
few —» fewer much / many -» more a little -» less

than

4.2 We use than to compare two things or people.
Horror films are usually scarier than thrillers.

We usually use the object pronoun (me, you, he, him, us, them)
after than, not a subject pronoun.
You'e taller than me.

We can make a comparison stronger by using far or much before
the comparative form.

Dolphins are far more intelligent than sharks.

Hungarian is much harder to learn than English.

(not) as.... as

4.3 We use (not) as ... as to compare two things or people.
Not as ... as means ‘less ... than'.
Jack is twelve. Liam is fourteen. Jack isn't as old as Liam.

As ... as means ‘equally ..."
My brother and | both weigh 62 kg. Im as heavy as my brother.

We usually use the object pronoun (me, you, he, him, us, them)
after (not) as ... as, not a subject pronoun.

We aren't as rich as them.

She's as excited as me.

Superlative adjectives

4.4 Spelling

We put the in front of short (one-syllable and some two-
syllable) adjectives and add -est.

+ -est long -» the longest
If the short adjective ends in -e, we add -st.
+-st wide - the widest

If the short adjective ends in a short vowel + a single consonant,
we double the consonant and add -est.
-t -» -ttest  hot -» the hottest

If the adjective ends in -y, we drop the -y and add -iest.
-y —»-iest  friendly -» the friendliest

If the adjective is long (two syllables or more), we use the word
most.
gripping - the most gripping

A small number of adjectives have irregular superlative forms.
They are:
good —» the best bad -» the worst far -» the furthest

4.5 We can use of after superlative adjectives.

the longest day of the year

We use in, not of, with nouns for groups or places.

the tallest manintheworld the longest river in China

too and enough

4.6 Too comes before an adjective. Enough comes after an
adjective.

This jacket is too small for him.

This jacket isn't big enough for him.

4.7 Enough comes before a noun.
He can't buy it. He hasn't got enough money.

4.8 We often use an infinitive with to after foo + adjective or
adjective + enough.
He's too young / old enough to join the army.

Zero conditional

4.9 We use the zero conditional to talk about a result which
follows a particular action. We use the present to describe the
action and the present simple to describe the result.

If | eat too much, | feelll.

The if clause can come before or after the main clause. If it
comes after, we don't use a comma.

If | drink a lot of coffee, | can't sleep.

| can't sleep if | drink a lot of coffee.

Grammar Builder and Reference
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Vocabulary

Weather

| can describe the weather.

Unit map

@ Vocabulary

Weather

Describing temperature
Natural disasters

1 What shape is a raindrop before it starts falling?
a . b ‘ c

Verbs of movement

In the street

Climate change 2 What makes the sound of thunder?

@ Word Skills a acloud b rain ¢ lightning

Phrasal verbs
@ Grammar

3 You see lightning and then hear thunder six seconds later.

Comparative adjectives How far away is the Storm?
Superlative adjectives
too / enough a 2km b 3km ¢ 6km

@ Listening Eyewitness
4 You only get foggy weather when
a theairis cold.
b itis rainy.
€ you are near the ocean.

s

sessssssassnnsnasana

@ Reading Cliders in the storm

5 You only get hail when ‘ N
a itis windy. b there are stormclouds. ¢ thereis no sunshira A l

Cessessssssnnsnnnnn

@ Speaking Photo comparison  § 6 Inwhat direction does an ‘east wind’ blow? ‘

s/ R

a towardstheeast=> b towards the west €

7 What is the maximum time a snowflake

T

= ng An article s s gmund?
Writi _ : a aminute
@ Culture 4 The English | : i
» e English language 3 b five minutes
73 : ¢ twenty minutes
d anhour

@ Vocabulary Builder page 119

@ Grammar Builder page 130
@ Grammar Reference page 131
@ Extra speaking task page 142 i) 1

8 When you are facing a rainbow, the SRl is always
a in frontof you. b behind you. € tooneside.

q8 PLq9 Q¢ Pt DE 2T D :Siamsuy
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2 VOCABULARY Complete the table with the highlighted
words from the quiz in exercise 1. What do you notice about
the way the adjectives are formed?

Weather

| Related words
and phrases

o
2
KN R R —

ot [foty | fosote |
R e R L
e o [
| fasnorightang |

Noun Adjective | Verb

(mist_ [msty | [
shower showery _ rain shower
sowy [snow > |
o [stomy || thundesstorm

sunny (the sun)
shines
thundery | tothunder | clap /crash of
thunder
(the wind)
blows
3 SPEAKING In pairs, ask and answer the questions (1-4) below.
Use words and phrases from exercise 2 and the words below.
Describing temperature
It's minus ten. It’s 35 degrees (Celsius). It's below zero.
It's freezing / cold / cool / mild / warm / hot / sweltering.
1 What is the weather like today?

' 2 What is it usually like in December?
3 What s it usually like in August?

» 4 Do you prefer rainy, snowy or icy weather? Why?

4 Listen to five weather reports (1-5). Match three of
them with the photos (A-C).

2%+ Remember: we use a few, not many or a lot of with plural

RECYCLE! a few,a little, not much / many, a lot of

(countable) nouns.
a few thunderstorms

We use a little, not much or a lot of with uncountable
nouns.

a little snow

5 Read the Recycle! box. Then listen again and
complete these sentences from the weather reports.
Report 1
1 It's -10°C and there’s
2 We're expecting

everywhere.
this afternoon.

Report 2

3 Thereis on the ground.

4 Thereisn't but the wind is blowing the snow
into my face.

Report 3

5 There’s on the grass after a cold night.

6 There aren't in the sky.

Report 4

7 There's in people’s gardens.

8 There’s on the pavements.

Report 5

9 There were
10 Now there’s

and it was windy too.
_and the wind is extremely strong.

6 In pairs, invent a weather report. Use the prompts below
to help you plan it.

¢ What type of weather?
e Temperature?
e What can you see? (snow, ice, clouds, etc))

7 SPEAKING Present your weather report to the class.

Here in Birmingham, there’s a strong
wind blowing from the north.

Unit4 Our planet
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Grammar

Comparison

| can make comparisons.
Part 1

1 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Do you know what a shooting On a clear night, you can often see meteors - space

star is? Compare your ideas. rocks - as they fall towards the Earth. Each rock is smaller
than an apple, but they look as bright as stars in the night
2 Read part 10of the text. Check your ideas from exercise 1. sky, so people call them ‘shooting stars. Larger meteors
3 Complete the table with comparative adjectives from are much rarer, but their effects are far more spectacular.
part 10f the text. In 2013, a meteor exploded in the sky above the city of

Chelyabinsk in Russia. The explosion was more powerful
than the 1945 Hiroshima atomic bomb, but its effect

Short adjective Comparative | Rule

' small It +-er was not as devastating as the bomb because the meteor
[ large IE Lo exploded much further from the ground. Scientists

=== 5 | . compared the Chelyabinsk meteor to an earlier - and far
 early o N b | bigger - explosion: the Tunguska Event.

Long adjective Comparative

| powerful more + adjective

Irregular adjective | Comparative

| far | ¢
' good ' better ' (no rules)
' bad | worse ‘

4 Read the Learn this! box. Then find examples of each
rule (a=d) in part 1 of the text.

Part2
LEARN THIS! Comparative forms The Tunguska Event of 1908 was ' (far) from a
Q a We use than to make comparisons. cityso? (few) people saw it, but it was much
Greece is hotter than the UK - (powerful) than the one in Chelyabinsk. It
b We use not as ... as to make negative comparisons. destroyed more than 80 million trees in the Siberian forest,
Itisn't as warm as yesterday so it’s lucky it was not * (close) to a town or
¢ We use as ... as to say two things are equal. city. The night skybecame®__________(bright) than

normal for a few days, and people a hundred kilometres
away could read a newspaper outdoors even at midnight.
Most scientists believe it was a meteor explosion, but there
aresome®  (unusual) theories too. Perhaps it
was a UFO!

Yesterday, London was as hot as Athens

d We use far or much to make a comparison stronger.
Libya is far / much hotter than Canada.

5 Read the Look out! box. Complete part 2 of the text with

the comparative form of the words in brackets. . X — X i
7 Write questions beginning Which ... ? Use the comparative

»» Grammar Builder 4B page 130 form of the adjectives.

1 dangerous / a blizzard / a thunderstorm / ?
Which is more dangerous, a blizzard or a thunderstorm?
2 beautiful / snowflake / rainbow / ?
3 holiday venue / good / the mountains / the beach /?
4 city / get / little snow / Warsaw / Moscow / ?
5 foryou personally / temperature /bad /-5°C /35°C/?
6 type of weather / frightening / hail / lightning / ?
7 country /rainy / Spain / England / ?
1 My brothers often fight, but Tom is much stronger than 8 inyour country / month /hot /July / August / ?
Nathan (Tom / much / strong / Nathan) so he usually wins,
2 Delhi is bigger than Mexico City but
(it / not as / large) Tokyo.
3 The Chelyabinsk explosion _
(much / small) than the Tunguska Event.
4 Occasionally, hail stones can

LOOK OUT! little —less
| Some quantifiers also have comparative forms.
: few —fewer much [ many—more

6 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words
in brackets.

8 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions in
exercise 7. Do you agree with your partner?

= Which is more dangerous, a blizzard or a thunderstorm?

(be / big / as) tennis balls! I think a blizzard is more dangerous. What about you?
S Ahurricane (much / powerful)
an ordinary storm. | agree. /| don’t agree. | think a thunderstorm is more dangerous.

Unit4 Our planet
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l ‘ ’ Eyewitness

| can identify the context of a dialogue or monologue.

1 SPEAKING How observant are you? Look at the
photo for 30 seconds and remember as much detail as you
can. Then cover the photo and listen to the description.
What mistakes do you notice in the description?

+ Itis important to be able to identify the context of the
+ listening, i.e. who is speaking, where and when they are
: speaking, and what the situation is. This is not always

+ obvious so listen carefully for clues to help you

dialogues and answer questions 1-3 below for each one.
Give reasons for your answers.

1 Who is speaking?
2 When are they speaking?
3 Where are they?

3 Listen and match each dialogue with a photo of a
natural disaster (A—E).

4 Listen again and circle the correct answers (a—c).

1 The interview is taking place
a inthe man’s house.
b in the street outside the man’s house.
¢ in a church hall.
2 The speaker
a works for a charity.
b is a politician.
¢ raises funds for a charity.
3 The people who started the fire
a did it intentionally.
b were cooking,
¢ left without phoning the fire service.
4 The volcanic eruption
a happened last year.
b has just finished.
¢ isstill happening now.
5 When the wave reached the boat, the boat was
a close to the shore.
b moving away from the shore.
¢ inthe port

VOCABULARY Check the meaning of all the natural
disasters below in your dictionary.

Work in pairs. Write a dialogue between a journalist and
a witness to a natural disaster (real or imaginary). Include
some of this information.

1 Where was the witness? (at home, in the street, in a car)

2 What did they see and do? (helped children / old people,
found family members, ran away, phoned the emergency
services)

3 How did they feel? (terrified, upset, shocked, worried, helpless)

4 Was anyone injured? (people died / were injured / were
taken to hospital, doctors helped people)

7 SPEAKING Act out your dialogue to the class.

Unit4 Our planet
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Grammar

1 SPEAKING Describe the photo. What do you think
happened? Use the words below to help you.

carry dryland leave lift(v) tsunami wave (n)

2 Read the text and check your answers from exercise 1.

The Tohoku earthquake in 2011 was
earthquake ever in Japan and the fifth most powerful in the

world. The earthquake happened 70 km from the coast, but it

caused one of h tsunamis ever recorded. The wave
was over 40 m high and was large enough to travel 10 km
inland in some places. d damage was in coastal
towns where the land was flat. Some people managed to go
to places high enough to be safe, but others weren't so lucky
and didn't have enough time to escape. More than 18,000
people lost their lives. The wave also damaged the nuclear
power station at Fukushima. Some people say that the power
station was too close to the sea. The Prime Minister of Japan
said, ‘In the 65 years since the end of World War II, this

is st and the most difficult crisis for Japan.

3 Read the Learn this! box. Then study the highlighted
superlative forms in the text and find:

1 ashort adjective without a spelling change.

2 ashort adjective with a spelling change.

3 two long adjectives.

4 anirregular adjective.

5 asuperlative adjective followed by in and a place.

LEARN THIS! Superlative adjectives
"Q a We add -est to short adjectives.
rich—richer — the richest slow — slower — the slowest
b Sometimes the spelling changes.
foggy - foggier - the foggiest hot — hotter — the hottest
¢ We put the most before long adjectives.
dangerous — more dangerous — the most dangerous

d There are a few irregular comparative forms.
good — better — the best bad— worse — the worst
far—further — the furthest

e We can use of after superlative adjectives.
the sunniest day of the week

f We use in (not of) with nouns for groups or places.
the tallest boy in the class the biggest lake in the world

Unit4 Our planet

Superlative adjectives, too and enough

| can use different structures to make comparisons.

4 Complete these earthquake facts using the superlative
form of the adjectives in brackets.

1 The largest (large) earthquake ever recorded was in Chile in
1960 (magnitude 9.5).

2 (early) recorded earthquake was in China
in 1177 8C.

3 (deadly) earthquake happened in 1556 in
China. About 830,000 people died.

4 (deep) earthquake recorded occurred 450
km below the surface of the Earth.

5 Antarctica is the continent with
number of earthquakes.

6 The. (destructive) earthquake ever
recorded was in 1906 in San Francisco.

(small)

»» Grammar Builder 4D (Part 1) page 130

5 Study the underlined examples of too and enough in the
text in exercise 2. Complete the Learn this! box with after
and before.

LEARN THIS! tooand enough
.@ a toocomes' an adjective. too small
b enough comes ?
¢ enough comes*

an adjective. not small enough
anoun. (not) enough money

d We often use an infinitive with to after too + adjective
or adjective + enough.

He's too young / old enough to join the army.

»» Grammar Builder 4D (Part 2) page 130

6 Rewrite the sentences using the adjective in brackets and
too or enough.

1 Heisn't tall enough to reach the shelf. (short)

He's too short to reach the shelf.
2 Skiing holidays aren't cheap enough for me. (expensive)
3 Mydad’s old car is too dangerous to drive. (safe)
4 The storm was too weak to cause much damage. (strong)
5 My shoes aren’t clean enough to wear to the party. (dirty)
6 The sky’s too cloudy to see the moon. (clear)

7 Write questions using the superlative form of the
adjectives.

1 what / interesting subject / at school / ?
What's the most interesting subject at school?
2 who / attractive actor /in the world / ?
3 what /funny comedy /on TV /?
4 what /interesting city /in your country /?
5 who /bad singer /in the world /?
6 what / dangerous animal /in the world / ?

8 SPEAKING Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions in
exercise 7.

~ Inyour opinion, what’s the most interesting subject at school?
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Weather
| can describe the weather.

1 Complete the adjectives that describe the weather in the pictures,
A~
4

A

. IWshotand %

2 Write the nouns for the adjectives in exercise 1.

1 thurder 5 9
2 6 10
3 7

4 8

3 Complete the text with the words below.

blow <dlaps flashes raindrops storm douds
sunshine thunderstorm

There wasaterrible’'  yesterday evening.
Wesawbig darkgrey?  inthe distarxe.
Then a strong wind started to ?

and it began to rain heavly —huge*
fell from the sky. We got incredibly wet! There were

s of ightningandboud®
of thundec. It was quite scary. But then the stom passed and
therewasbright” 1

4 Number the adjectives in order from hottest (1) to coldest (7).

(Jeoid (Jhot [Dsweitering (ool
(Omild [Jwarm [Jfreezing

5 Write the temperatures in words.
1 -5 Homirusfie
2 26'C It's twenty-six degrees Celsius,
3 =15
4 W'
S -1°C
6 32’

ETD Unita Our planet

It's cold and “r_

6 Listen to people describing the weather. Complete
each sentence with one word from exercses 1,2 or 3.

1 a It was rany all morning,

b It was in the afternoon.
2 a There was thick .
b There was on the road

3 a Mostof the day the sky was

b It was mild and g
4aTherewas _ onthegrass.

b Inthe afternoon it was and

7 Write a paragraph describing the weather one day last
week. Write 15-30 words.





